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I N T R O D U C T I O N
Middle Temple Library holds one of the largest collections of
American law outside the United States. The U.S. collection is jointly
funded by the four Inns of Court as one of the Middle Temple
Library’s subject specialisms. 

The U.S. collection provides practitioners with access to U.S. case
law, legislation, practitioner textbooks and other key resources for
those wishing to draw on persuasive U.S. authorities or undertake
comparative or international legal work.

The U.S. collection is housed
on the Third Floor of the
Library along with the EU
Collection. U.S. textbooks and
reference materials are
located on the eastern side of
the Library, and the National
Reporter law reports are
shelved in the Rutledge Suite
of advocacy training rooms
on the same floor.

Some previous editions of U.S.
textbooks and early law
reports are housed off-site
and can generally be
retrieved upon request within
one working day. All material
shelved in the Rutledge Suite
is also available through
Westlaw US and can be
retrieved by Library staff as
required.

A C C E S S I N G  T H E  U . S .  C O L L E C T I O N
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HISTORY
L ibrary  mater ia l  re lat ing to  Amer ica can be t raced as
far  back  as  the 1600s ,  a  per iod in  which many Middle
Templars  were  involved wi th  the co lonisat ion of
Amer ica and foundat ion of  the V i rg in ia  Company.
Throughout  the 1700s ,  hundreds of  Amer ican men
jo ined the Inn to  s tudy the law in  England,  wi th  many
return ing to  Amer ica to  become successfu l  lawyers
and prominent  f igures  in  the Amer ican Revolut ion .  F ive
Middle  Templars  were  s ignator ies  to  the 1776
Declarat ion of  Independence ,  and in  1787 ,  seven
Middle  Templars  were  amongst  the 39 or ig inal
s ignator ies  to  the U .S .  Const i tut ion .  A  f ramed facs imi le
of  the Declarat ion of  Independence hangs on the Th i rd
F loor  of  the  Ashley  Bu i ld ing ,  a longs ide port ra i ts  of  two
notable  Amer ican Middle  Templars :  John Laurens ,
a ide-de-camp of  George Washington dur ing the
Amer ican Revolut ionary  War ,  and Wi l l iam Rawle ,
Uni ted States  d is t r ict  at torney for  Pennsy lvania  and
pres ident  of  the  Mary land Society  for  the Abol i t ion  of
S lavery .
Whi le  Middle  Temple  admiss ions  f rom Amer ica fe l l  in
the per iod fo l lowing Amer ican Independence ,  t ies  were
renewed in  the 20th  century .  In  1905 ,  the  Inn cal led the
Uni ted States  Ambassador  Joseph Choate as  an
Honorary  Bencher ,  a  t radi t ion which has s ince
cont inued,  a longs ide regular  rec iprocal  v is i ts  wi th  the
Amer ican Inns  of  Court  and the Amer ican Bar
Associat ion .  As  the Inn embraced i ts  t ies  wi th  Amer ica ,
the L ibrary ’s  co l lect ion of  U .S .  mater ia l  a lso  expanded
to prov ide greater  access  to  persuas ive  legal
author i t ies  f rom U .S .  courts .  In  the late  1920s ,  L ibrar ian
H.A .C .  S turgess  acqui red a  near  complete  set  of
federal  and state  law reports  thanks  to  the enormous
generos i ty  of  Amer ican members  and f r iends of  the
Inn ,  inc luding s ign i f icant  contr ibut ions  f rom the
Carnegie  Endowment  for  Internat ional  Peace and the
Amer ican Ambassador  Hon .  W.  A ldr ich .  Whi le  the
L ibrary  no longer  co l lects  U .S .  case reporters  in
hardcopy ,  a  co l lect ion of  pract i t ioner  textbooks
cont inues  to  expand and is  complemented by
electronic  access  to  U .S .  cases ,  leg is lat ion ,  and
author i tat ive  secondary  resources  through var ious
onl ine  database subscr ipt ions .
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T H E  U . S .  C O L L E C T I O N  
C A S E  L A W
U.S .  federal  and state  case law can be searched
electronical ly  through Lex is  US  and West law US .  
The L ibrary  a lso  holds  two major  U .S .  law report  ser ies
in  pr int :

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  R e p o r t s  ( o f f - s i t e  1 7 5 4 - 1 9 7 2 ) :  The
of f ic ia l  and most  author i tat ive  report  ser ies  of  U .S .
Supreme Court  opin ions ,  a lso  publ ished f ree ly  v ia
the U .S .  Supreme Court  websi te .

N a t i o n a l  R e p o r t e r  S y s t e m  ( T h i r d  F l o o r  a n d  o f f - s i t e
c o v e r a g e  v a r i e s  b y  s e r i e s ) :  A col lect ion of  federal
and state  law reports ,  and main  case reporter  for
opin ions  or ig inat ing f rom the lower  federal  courts
and some state  appel late  courts .  Publ ished by West
and avai lable  on l ine  in  fu l l  through West law US .

Ear l ier  Amer ican case law pre-dat ing the Nat ional
Reporter  ser ies  is  avai lable  through HeinOnl ine  and
LLMC Dig i ta l ,  and some ear ly  reports  are  housed of f-
s i te  and can be ret r ieved upon request .  

L E G I S L A T I O N
Current  federal  and state  leg is lat ion can be searched
electronical ly  through Lex is  US  and West law US .  The
two main  sources  of  federal  leg is lat ion are  the Uni ted
States Statutes at  Large  and the Uni ted States Code ,
wh ich are  both  of f ic ia l  government  publ icat ions  and
avai lable  f ree ly  on l ine .  

The L ibrary  ho lds  addi t ional  leg is lat ive  resources ,
inc luding :

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  C o d e  A n n o t a t e d  (West law US)
U n i t e d  S t a t e s  C o d e  S e r v i c e  ( Lex is  US)
U n i f o r m  L a w s  A n n o t a t e d  (of f-s i te  up to  2016 ;
West law US)
U n i f o r m  C o m m e r c i a l  C o d e  (pr int ;  He inOnl ine)
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T E X T B O O K S ,  R E F E R E N C E  A N D
J O U R N A L S
The L ibrary  ho lds  a  broad range of  pract i t ioner
textbooks ,  inc luding author i tat ive  t i t les  on c iv i l
procedure ,  fami ly  law,  and insurance law,  major  mul t i-
vo lume works  such as  Speiser ’s  Amer ican Law of  Tor ts
and Wil l i s ton on Contract ,  and texts  on other  subjects
of  part icu lar  s ign i f icance to  Br i t i sh  lawyers .  
Reference works  he ld  inc lude :

W o r d s  a n d  P h r a s e s  (pr int  up to  2020;  West law US) :
A  mul t i-vo lume legal  d ict ionary  contain ing judic ia l
def in i t ions  f rom both state  and federal  courts  

C o r p u s  J u r i s  S e c u n d u m  (pr int  up to  2020;  West law
US) :  A  mul t i-vo lume legal  encyclopædia of  federal
and state  law,  ar ranged a lphabet ical ly  by  topic
(comparable  to  Halsbury ’s  Laws) .

R e s t a t e m e n t s  o f  t h e  L a w  (Bay 127 ;  He inOnl ine) :
D is t i l lat ions  of  the  common law in  subject  areas
such as  contract  and property ,  a  persuas ive
author i ty  of ten c i ted in  court .  

Thousands of  U .S .  journals  t i t les  are  avai lable  on l ine
through HeinOnl ine  inc luding severa l  major  t i t les
which are  a lso  he ld  in  pr int  o f f-s i te :

H a r v a r d  L a w  R e v i e w  ( 1887-2022;  vo lumes 108-135
on-s i te  in  Bay 199)

Y a l e  L a w  J o u r n a l  ( 1891-2001)

N o t r e  D a m e  L a w  R e v i e w  ( 1982-2020)
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D A T A B A S E S
U.S .  law can be accessed onl ine  in  the L ibrary  through
four  major  databases :
W e s t l a w  U S :

Federal ,  s tate ,  and d ist r ict  cases  inc luding West 's
Nat ional  Reporter  System

Current  federal  and state  leg is lat ion ,  codes ,
regulat ions  and legis lat ive  h is tory

Vast  l ibrary  of  secondary  sources  inc luding Black ’s
Law Dict ionary ,  Corpus Jur is  Secundum ,  Uni form
Laws Annotated ,  the  Uni ted States Code Annotated
and  Words and Phrases

A range of  features  inc luding Form F inder ,  news and
arbi t rat ion mater ia ls

L e x i s  U S :

Federal ,  s tate ,  and d ist r ict  cases  inc luding U.S .
Supreme Court  Cases ,  Lawyers '  Ed i t ion

Federal  and state  leg is lat ion ,  codes ,  regulat ions ,
agency mater ia ls  and Uni ted States Code Serv ice  

Labor  & Employment  Pract ica l  Guidance inc luding
pract ice  notes ,  check l is ts ,  forms ,  draf t ing too ls  and
automated templates

A range of  features  inc luding arb i t rat ion mater ia ls ,
Shepard ’s  C i tat ion Serv ices ,  L i t igat ion Analyt ics ,
Document  Analys is  and Legal  News Hub

H e i n O n l i n e

Law Journal  L ibrary :  thousands of  U .S .  journal  t i t les
inc luding the ABA Journal ,  Harvard Law Rev iew  and
Yale Law Journal

 
U .S .  Congress ional  Documents  inc luding
Congress ional  Record  ( the U .S .  equivalent  of
Hansard) ,  CRS Reports  and congress ional  hear ings

U.S .  Supreme Court  L ibrary :  inc ludes U.S .  Reports ,
S l ip  Opin ions  and Pre l iminary  Pr ints
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U.S .  Federal  Legis lat ive H is tory  L ibrary
 

U.S .  Code  ( 1925-)

U.S .  S tatutes at  Large  ( 1789-)

Ear ly  Amer ican Case Law :  cases  f rom the late
1700s-1920s

West  Academic Casebooks Archive :  prev ious
edi t ions  of  casebooks  inc luding Hornbook and
Nutshel l  ser ies

L L M C  D i g i t a l :

U.S .  S tatutes at  Large  ( 1776-)

Ear ly  federal  court  decis ions

Ear ly  federal  and state  codes ,  s tatutes  and laws

Congress ional  journals ,  hear ings ,  and committee
reports  

Ind igenous Amer ican laws and t reat ies

Anglo-Amer ican legal  t reat ises

C A P I T A L  P U N I S H M E N T
C O L L E C T I O N
Al though not  formal ly  part  o f  the  U .S .  co l lect ion ,  the
capi ta l  punishment  co l lect ion is  a lso  located on the
Thi rd  F loor  and was created in  2005 by request  of
Middle  Templars  who had advised inmates  of  death
rows in  the U .S . .
 

Much of  the co l lect ion has been donated to  the Inn ,
inc luding donat ions  f rom the pr ivate  l ibrar ies  of
Master  B lom-Cooper ,  P rofessor  Anthony Amsterdam
and Professor  Roger  Hood.  Books  and documentar ies
have a lso  been donated by Amicus ,  Amnesty
Internat ional ,  Repr ieve and the I l l ino is-based Centre
on Wrongfu l  Convict ions .
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The Federal Court System The State Court System

Cases that deal with the
constitutionality of a law
Cases involving the laws
and treaties of the U.S
Cases involving
ambassadors and public
ministers
Disputes between two or
more states
Admiralty law
Bankruptcy
Habeas corpus issues

Most criminal cases,
probate (involving wills and
estates)
Most contract cases, tort
cases (personal injuries),
family law (marriages,
divorces, adoptions), etc

The Uni ted States  legal  system operates  at  both
federal  and state  leve ls .  Powers  of  the  federal
government  are  def ined by the U .S .  const i tut ion wi th
remain ing powers  le f t  to  the jur isd ict ion of  the  states .
Federal  law appl ies  at  a  nat ional  leve l  and each of  the
50 states  a lso  has i ts  own execut ive ,  leg is lat ive ,  and
judic ia l  branches .  

Federal  vs .  S tate  Courts

Both the federal  government  and each of  the state
governments  have the i r  own court  systems.  Federal
courts  are  courts  of  l imi ted jur isd ict ion and can only
hear  cases  author ised by the Uni ted States
Const i tut ion or  federal  s tatutes ,  whi le  s tate  courts  are
courts  of  general  jur isd ict ion and hear  most  c iv i l  and
cr iminal  matters  ar is ing under  s tate  law.  Jur isd ict ion
wi l l  therefore  depend on the subject  matter  of  the
case .  In  some instances ,  federal  and state  courts  have
concurrent  jur isd ict ion ,  meaning that  certa in  cases
can be brought  in  e i ther  court  where  the re levant
jur isd ict ional  requi rements  are  met .

T H E  U . S .  L E G A L  S Y S T E M
T h e  F e d e r a l  L e g a l  S y s t e m
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F e d e r a l  C o u r t s

The federal  court  s t ructure  is  organised into  three
pr inc ipal  t iers :  U .S .  D is t r ict  Courts ,  U .S .  Courts  of
Appeals ,  and the U .S .  Supreme Court .  There  are  some
addit ional  federal  t r ia l  courts  which handle
specia l ised matters  such as  the Court  o f  Internat ional
Trade and Court  o f  Federal  C la ims ,  as  wel l  as  some
courts  and t r ibunals  which s i t  outs ide of  the  federal
judic ia l  branch ,  known as  ‘Ar t ic le  I ’  courts .

U . S .  D i s t r i c t  C o u r t s  

The federal  courts  of  f i rs t  instance are  the U .S .  D is t r ict
Courts  which conduct  t r ia ls  and hear ings .  There  are  94
federal  d is t r ict  courts ,  w i th  at  least  one in  each state .
Each d is t r ict  inc ludes a  U .S .  Bankruptcy  Court  as  a  uni t
of  the  d is t r ict  court .  D is t r ict  court  ru l ings  are  only  of
persuas ive  author i ty ,  even for  later  cases  heard
before  the same court .

U . S .  C o u r t s  o f  A p p e a l s

There  is  a  r ight  of  appeal  f rom the federal  d is t r ict
courts  to  the U .S .  Courts  of  Appeals ,  which are
arranged into  13  c i rcu i ts ,  cons is t ing of  1 1  numbered
regional  c i rcu i ts  ( 1s t  C i rcu i t ,  2nd Ci rcu i t ,  e tc . ) ,  the
Dist r ict  o f  Columbia Ci rcu i t  (D .C .  C i r . ) ,  and the Federal
Ci rcu i t  (Fed .  C i r . ) .  The D .C .  C i rcu i t  i s  a lso  a  regional
court  wi th  jur isd ict ion only  over  the D ist r ict  o f
Columbia and is  notable  for  hear ing cases  re lated to
federal  government  agencies  and administ rat ive  law.
The Federal  C i rcu i t  has  nat ionwide jur isd ict ion and
hears  appeals  in  specia l ised cases ,  inc luding appeals
f rom the U .S .  Court  o f  Internat ional  T rade and the U .S .
Court  o f  Federal  C la ims.  A  decis ion of  a  c i rcu i t  court  i s
b inding on a l l  d is t r ic t  Courts  wi th in  i ts  c i rcu i t  and is  a
persuas ive  author i ty  for  d is t r ict  courts  and c i rcu i t
courts  in  other  c i rcu i ts .
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Source :  ht tps ://www.uscourts .gov/

U . S .  S u p r e m e  C o u r t

The h ighest  court  in  the federal  system is  the U .S .
Supreme Court .  Federal  Courts  of  Appeal  and super ior
state  courts  (on matters  of  federal  law)  can request
for  a  decis ion to  be rev iewed by the Supreme Court  by
f i l ing a  pet i t ion  for  a  wr i t  o f  cer t iorar i .  The Supreme
Court  then has d iscret ion to  choose whether  to  grant
the pet i t ion .  The Supreme Court  typ ical ly  hears  a
smal l  proport ion of  these pet i t ions ,  but  where  i t
chooses  to  hear  an appeal ,  the  Supreme Court  opin ion
wi l l  be  b inding on a l l  federal  courts .  

S t a t e  C o u r t s

Each state  has i ts  own judic ia l  system and unique
court  s t ructure .  In  general ,  s tate  jud ic ia l  systems wi l l
compr ise  of  a  t r ia l  court ,  appel late  court  and super ior
court ,  as  wel l  as  specia l ised courts  such as  Fami ly ,
Juveni le ,  T raf f ic ,  Smal l  C la ims and Munic ipal .  S tate
courts  are  the f ina l  arb i ters  of  s tate  laws and
const i tut ions ,  and the i r  interpretat ion of  federal  law or
the U .S .  Const i tut ion may be appealed to  the U .S .
Supreme Court .  
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Citation example: 

Kitchens v. Grohman, No. 90-347, slip op. at 6 (D. Mass. Dec. 4,
1990)

F E D E R A L  C A S E  L A W
Federal  case law can be accessed e lectronical ly  in  the
L ibrary  through Lex is  US ,  He inOnl ine  and West law US ,
and h is tor ic  case law is  avai lable  through LLMC
Dig i ta l .  

S l i p  O p i n i o n s

Opin ions  f rom the federal  courts  are  of ten avai lable
e lectronical ly  as  “s l ip  opin ions”  through the re levant
court  websi te .  L inks  to  ind iv idual  federal  court
websi tes  are  avai lable  f rom the U .S .  Courts  websi te
and s l ip  opin ions  are  a lso  compi led together  on the
GovInfo  Uni ted States Courts  Opin ions  database .

S l ip  opin ions  wi l l  inc lude a  unique docket  number  in
the headnote e .g .  24-1287  which can be searched
across  Lex is  US  and West law US to  f ind reports  or  case
summaries .

Unpubl ished vs  Publ ished Opin ions

Whi le  a l l  op in ions  f rom the Supreme Court  are
publ ished in  the Uni ted States Reports ,  op in ions  f rom
the lower  federal  courts  are  not  a lways publ ished in
case reporters .  The court  wi l l  ind icate  i f  an opin ion wi l l
be  publ ished in  a  case reporter  based on whether  i t
meets  the cr i ter ia  out l ined in  the re levant  court  ru les .
Opin ions  des ignated for  publ icat ion are  publ ished in
West ’s  Federal  Reporter  ser ies .  
“Unpubl ished”  opin ions  general ly  lack  precedent ia l
va lue but  are  somet imes reported in  a  case reporter ,
and in  some instances may be c i ted as  a  persuas ive
author i ty  depending on the re levant  court  ru les .
Summaries  of  unpubl ished cases  may a lso  be
avai lable  through Lex is  US  or  West law US .  Each
database wi l l  usual ly  i ssue a  unique ident i f ier  as  a
subst i tute  for  a  reporter  c i tat ion ,  which may be c i ted
when a case is  unreported ,  a long wi th  the docket
number ,  court  deta i ls  and judgment  date :
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Citation examples: 

Albrecht v. Stranczek, No. 87 C 9535, 1991 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 5088, at
*1,*3 (N.D. Ill. Apr. 15, 1991)

Kvaas Constr. Co. v. United States, No. 90-266C, 1991 WL 47632, at
*2-3 (Cl. Ct. Apr. 8, 1991)

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  R e p o r t s

The Uni ted States Reports  i s  the  f ina l  and of f ic ia l
Government  Pr inter ’s  ser ies  of  Supreme Court
opin ions .  These are  the most  author i tat ive  vers ion of
the Court ’s  decis ions  and should  be c i ted i f  avai lable .
The L ibrary  ho lds  the Uni ted States Reports  o f f-s i te  in
pr int  up to  1972 ,  and they are  a lso  avai lable
e lectronical ly  through HeinOnl ine  and LLMC Dig i ta l  as
wel l  as  f ree ly  through the Supreme Court  websi te  and
several  other  f ree  resources

Citation example: 

Roe v. Wade, 410 U.S. 113 (1973)

E a r l y  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  C a s e s

Volumes 1-90 of  the Uni ted States Reports  were
or ig inal ly  pr inted as  nominat ive  reports  and may be
ci ted af ter  the c lerk  or  reporter  who compi led them.
Nominat ive  reports  should  be c i ted as  the of f ic ia l
repr int  c i tat ion fo l lowed by the name of  the or ig inal
reporter  and vo lume number .

Citation example: 

Marbury v. Madison, 5 U.S. (1 Cranch) 137 (1803)
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P r e l i m i n a r y  P r i n t s  o f  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  R e p o r t s
Pr ior  to  publ icat ion in  the Uni ted States Reports ,
Supreme Court  s l ip  opin ions  are  replaced by
Pre l iminary  Pr ints  of  the  Uni ted States Reports ,  which
are issued in  parts  before  compi lat ion in  a  future
bound vo lume.  Pre l iminary  Pr ints  wi l l  re f lect  the usual
publ icat ion sty le  of  the  Uni ted States Reports ,
inc lus ive  of  a  f ina l  c i tat ion that  wi l l  carry  forward
unchanged in  the bound vo lumes of  the Uni ted States
Reports .  

U n o f f i c i a l  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  R e p o r t s
Supreme Court  opin ions  are  ass igned a Uni ted States
Reports  c i tat ion long before  publ icat ion ,  which can
take approx imate ly  f ive  years .  In  the meant ime,  there
are  two “unof f ic ia l ”  ser ies  of  Supreme Court  reports
which are  publ ished pr ivate ly  in  advance of  the Uni ted
States Reports .  Where  an opin ion has not  yet  been
publ ished in  the Uni ted States Reports ,  the  unof f ic ia l
reports  may be c i ted in  the prefer red order :

S u p r e m e  C o u r t  R e p o r t e r  (pr int  up to  2006;
HeinOnl ine ;  West law US)
U n i t e d  S t a t e s  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  R e p o r t s ,  L a w y e r s ’
E d i t i o n  ( Lex is  US)

Citation examples: 

Roe v. Wade, 93 S.Ct. 705 (1973)

Roe v. Wade, 35 L.Ed.2d 147 (1973)

F e d e r a l  R e p o r t e r  S e r i e s
Opin ions  f rom the federal  courts  are  publ ished in  the
Federal  Reporter  ser ies  which is  part  o f  West ’s
Nat ional  Reporter  System.  Whi le  the Uni ted States
Reports  remains  the most  author i tat ive  law report
ser ies  for  Supreme Court  cases ,  the  Federal  Reporter
ser ies  is  general ly  the prefer red source for  opin ions
or ig inat ing f rom the appel late  and lower  federal
courts .
The Federal  Reporter  ser ies  is  avai lable  on l ine  through
West law US ,  a longs ide pr int  ho ld ings of  o lder  vo lumes ,
wi th  coverage vary ing between ser ies .  The table  on
the next  page out l ines  how to  access  each ser ies ,  the
avai lable  coverage ,  and the standard abbrev iat ions
used in  Federal  Reporter  c i tat ions .
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Title Abbreviation Coverage Access

Supreme Court
Reporter S. Ct. U.S. Supreme Court

Bays 295-297
(1882-2006)

Westlaw US

Federal Cases F. Cas.
Republished U.S. district
and circuit courts from
1789-1880

Off site 

Westlaw US

Federal Reporter

F.

F.2d (1924–
1993)

F.3d (1993–
2021)

F.4  (2021–)th

U.S. Courts of Appeals
(1891-)

District courts (pre-1932)

Off site (1880-
1924)

Bays 223-232
(1924- 1996)

Westlaw US

Federal
Supplement

F. Supp.

F. Supp. 2d
(1997–2014)

F. Supp. 3d
(2014–)

District courts

U.S. Court of International
Trade

Judicial Panel on
Multidistrict Litigation

Bays 233-241
(1932-1996)

Westlaw US

Federal Rules
Decisions F.R.D. District court decisions

concerning Federal Rules 

Bays 232-233
(1938-1995)

Westlaw US

Bankruptcy
Reporter B.R. Federal bankruptcy cases Westlaw US

only

Federal
Appendix F. App'x Unpublished decisions of

U.S. courts of appeals 
Westlaw US
only
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F E D E R A L  L E G I S L A T I O N
Federal  leg is lat ion is  int roduced as  a  b i l l  or  reso lut ion .
Once a  b i l l  has  been passed by both houses  of
Congress  i t  i s  s igned into  law and publ ished as  a  s l ip
law.  At  the end of  each congress ional  sess ion ,  laws
are arranged chronological ly  and publ ished in  the
Uni ted States Statutes at  Large ,  known as  sess ion
laws .  These laws then become codi f ied in  the Uni ted
States Code  which is  publ ished every  s ix  years .
Federal  leg is lat ion can be accessed e lectronical ly
through var ious  f ree  resources  and in  in  the L ibrary
through Lex is  US  and West law US ,  w i th  h is tor ic
legis lat ion avai lable  through LLMC Dig i ta l  and
HeinOnl ine .  

B i l l s  a n d  R e s o l u t i o n s

Bi l l s  and reso lut ions  are  publ ished through
Congress .gov and ass igned a number  wi th in  each
congress  and wi l l  be  preceded by let ters  ind icat ing
the type of  reso lut ion i f  appl icable .  Federal  b i l l
c i tat ions  general ly  conta in  the name of  the b i l l ,
abbrev iated Congress  chamber  (H .R .  or  S . ) ,  type of
proposal ,  congress  number ,  sect ion number  ( i f  any) ,
and year  of  publ icat ion .  

Citation example: 

Freedom of Information Act, S. 1160, 88th Cong. § 1 (1965)

S l i p  L a w s  ( P u b l i c  a n d  P r i v a t e  L a w s )

Recent  s l ip  laws that  have not  yet  been publ ished as
sess ion laws are  avai lable  v ia  Congress .gov a long
with  the Statutes at  Large .  Each s l ip  law is  ass igned a
number  ind icat ing which leg is lat ive  sess ion the law
was enacted and whether  i t  i s  publ ic  or  pr ivate .  For
example ,  PL  1 16-12  would  be the twel f th  publ ic  law
enacted dur ing the 1 16th  congress  and PR IV  1 12- 1  i s  the
f i rs t  pr ivate  law enacted dur ing the 1 12 th  congress .  
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S t a t u t e s  a t  L a r g e

The Uni ted States Statutes at  Large  i s  the  permanent
col lect ion of  a l l  laws and reso lut ions  enacted dur ing
each sess ion of  Congress  and is  avai lable  f ree ly
through GovInfo .  The L ibrary  ho lds  the Statutes at
Large  o f f-s i te  in  pr int  up to  2004 and e lectronical ly
through HeinOnl ine  ( 1789-)  and LLMC Dig i ta l  ( 1776-) .
Each sess ion law is  ass igned a unique c i tat ion which
references the re levant  vo lume and page of  the
Statutes of  Large .  For  example ,  1 15  Stat .  272  would  be
located on page 272  of  vo lume 1 15 .  Sess ion laws are
typical ly  c i ted by  both  the Publ ic  Law number  and
Statutes  at  Large c i tat ion i f  not  avai lable  in  the
current  Uni ted States Code .

Citation example: 

EFFORT Act of 2021, Pub. L. No. 116-335, 134 Stat. 5117

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  C o d e
The Uni ted States  Code (U .S .C .)  i s  the  main  codi f ied
compi lat ion of  general  and permanent  federal  laws .  I t
organises  current  leg is lat ion by  subject  inc lus ive  of
amendments  or  repeals .  I t  i s  publ ished every  s ix  years
wi th  annual  supplements ,  avai lable  in  the L ibrary
through HeinOnl ine  and f ree ly  v ia  GovInfo  ( 1994-
present)  and the L ibrary  of  Congress  ( 1925-1988 ,  w i th
supplements  up to  1994) .
The U .S .C .  i s  ar ranged by subject  into  54 numbered
t i t les .  Each t i t le  conta ins  numbered sect ions  ind icated
by a  sect ion symbol  (§) ,  which may be organised by
subdiv is ions .  The U .S .C .  i s  typ ical ly  c i ted by  sect ion
t i t le ,  t i t le  number  and sect ion .  

Citation example: 

Disposition of money accruing from lapsed salaries or unused
appropriations for salaries, 5 U.S.C. § 5502 (2024)
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Annotated vers ions  of  the  U .S .C .  are  a lso  avai lable
e lectronical ly  in  the L ibrary ,  conta in ing c i tat ions  to
secondary  sources  and case law:

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  C o d e  A n n o t a t e d  ( U . S . C . A . ) :  avai lable
through West law US
U n i t e d  S t a t e s  C o d e  S e r v i c e  ( U . S . C . S . ) :  avai lable
through Lex is  US

T r a c i n g  F e d e r a l  L e g i s l a t i o n
Publ ic  Law numbers  and Statutes at  Large  c i tat ions
are  l i s ted in  the “source credi t ”  o f  each Uni ted States
Code  sect ion ,  a l lowing you to  locate  leg is lat ion which
created or  amended a prov is ion in  the U .S .C .
Congress .gov wi l l  l i s t  b i l l  numbers  and publ ic  law
numbers  in  the Statutes at  Large ,  a l lowing you to
locate  b i l l  in format ion e lsewhere on the websi te  such
as congress ional  debates ,  committee hear ings  and
reports .

S T A T E  C A S E  L A W
S l i p  O p i n i o n s
State  court  decis ions  are  of ten pr inted in  of f ic ia l  s tate
reporters  and opin ions  may be publ ished f ree ly  on l ine
through the re levant  court  websi tes .  S tate  court
opin ions  may a lso  be searched across  the L ibrary
through Lex is  US  and West law US as  wel l  as  severa l
f ree  resources  inc luding Google  Scholar ,  CourtL is tener
and the Caselaw Access  Pro ject .
S t a t e  R e p o r t e r s
 

Some state  cases  are  reported in  West ’s  State
Reporter  ser ies ,  avai lable  on l ine  through
West law US ,  a long wi th  pr int  ho ld ings of  o lder  vo lumes
which vary  in  coverage by ser ies .
The table  on the next  page indicates  how to  access
each ser ies ,  coverage ,  and standard abbrev iat ions
used in  State  Reporter  c i tat ions :
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Title Abbreviation State Coverage Access

Atlantic Reporter

A. (1885–1938)

A.2d (1938–2010)

A.3d (2010-)

CT, DE, DC, ME, MD, NH, NJ, PA,
RI, VT

Off-site (1902-
1938)

Bays 202-208
(1938-2010)

North Eastern
Reporter

N.E. (1885–1936)

N.E.2d (1936–2012)

N.E.3d (2012–)

IL, IN, MA, NY, OH

Bays 231-241
(1885-2010)

LLMC (1885-1923)

North Western
Reporter

N.W. (1879–1941)

N.W.2d (1941–)
IA, MI, MN, NE, ND, SD, WI

Bays 241-249
(1878-2010)

LLMC (1879-1925)

South Eastern
Reporter

S.E. (1887–1938)

S.E.2d (1938–)
GA, NC, SC, VA, WV

Bays 264-269
(1887-2010)

LLMC (1887-1923)

Southern Reporter

So. (1887–1940)

So. 2d (1940–
2009)

So. 3d (2009–)

AL, FL, LA, MS Bays 269-282
(1997-2010)

South Western
Reporter

S.W. (1886–1928)

S.W.2d (1928–
1999)

S.W.3d (1999–)

AR, KY, MO, TN, TX Bays 293-304
(1886-2010)

Pacific Reporter

P. (1883–1931)

P.2d (1931–2000)

P.3d (2000–)

AK, AZ, CA, CO, HI, ID, KS, MT,
NV, NM, OK, OR, UT, WA, WY

Bays 249-264
(1883-2010)
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S T A T E  L E G I S L A T I O N
Each state  has i ts  own const i tut ion and legis lat ion .
State  leg is lat ion general ly  fo l lows a  s imi lar  process  to
the federal  system whereby statutes  are  publ ished
chronological ly  as  sess ion laws and then codi f ied .
State  codes and legis lat ion can be searched across
West law US and Lex is  US  in  the L ibrary  and the
indiv idual  s tate  leg is lature  websi tes .  D i rector ies  to
state  leg is lature  websi tes  are  avai lable  through
Congress .gov and the Cornel l  Legal  In format ion
Inst i tute .

U n i f o r m  L a w s
Uni form Laws are  draf ts  of  proposed legis lat ion for
cons iderat ion by  each state .  Some uni form laws have
been widely  adopted by a l l  s tates ,  others  are  rare ly
adopted or  s ign i f icant ly  a l tered .
U n i f o r m  L a w s  A n n o t a t e d  conta ins  the text  o f  un i form
and model  laws adopted by at  least  one state  and is
avai lable  in  the L ibrary  through West law US .  The
L ibrary  a lso  holds  some common uni form laws ,
inc luding the U n i f o r m  C o m m e r c i a l  C o d e  which is  a lso
avai lable  e lectronical ly  in  the L ibrary  v ia  HeinOnl ine .

C I T A T I O N
The most  widely  used legal  c i tat ion system is  out l ined
in  the B l u e b o o k :  A  U n i f o r m  S y s t e m  o f  C i t a t i o n ,
a l though some courts  have the i r  own c i tat ion ru les .
P r i n c e ' s  D i c t i o n a r y  o f  L e g a l  A b b r e v i a t i o n s  i s  another
usefu l  source for  decoding U .S .  legal  abbrev iat ions  and
is  avai lable  f rom the L ibrary  Enqui ry  Desk  a long wi th
the Bluebook .
U .S .  case law c i tat ions  usual ly  conta in  a  vo lume
number ,  an abbrev iat ion for  the report ,  and a  page
number .  The court  abbrev iat ion and date  should  be
given in  parenthes is  at  the end of  the  c i tat ion ,  except
for  Supreme Court  opin ions ,  for  which only  the date
needs to  be prov ided.  
In  the Nat ional  Reporter  System,  a  reporter  begins  a
new ser ies  once the prev ious  one reaches a  certa in
s ize .  Vo lume number ing restarts  in  each new ser ies ,
and the report  c i tat ion wi l l  inc lude a  d is t inguishable
ser ies  number  abbrev iat ion ,  for  example  2d ,  3d ,  4th ,
etc .
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Citation examples: 

Gideon v Wainwright, 372 U.S. 335 (1963). 
1963 federal U.S. Supreme Court opinion reported in volume 372 of
the United States Reports at page 335.

Schoenthal v. Raoul, 150 F.4th 889 (7th Cir. 2025).
2025 federal U.S. Court of Appeals, Seventh Circuit opinion reported
in volume 150 of the Federal Reporter, fourth series at page 889.

Michel v. Petco Animal Supplies Stores, Inc., 404 F. Supp. 3d 685
(E.D.N.Y. 2017).
2017 federal U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of New York
opinion reported in volume 404 of the Federal Supplement, third
series at page 685.

People v. McRunels, 603 N.W.2d 95 (Mich. Ct. App. 1999).
1999 state Court of Appeals of Michigan opinion reported in volume
603 of the North Western Reporter, second series at page 95.

O N L I N E  R E S O U R C E S  F O R  U . S .  L A W
A m e r i c a n  B a r  A s s o c i a t i o n ’ s  L a w l i n k :  a  gateway to
resources  on federal ,  s tate  and internat ional
leg is lat ion ,  the  Amer ican legal  profess ion ,  legal
research and bus iness  and reference in format ion :  
C a s e l a w  A c c e s s  P r o j e c t  ( C A P ) :  Prov ides  f ree  access  to
al l  o f f ic ia l ,  book-publ ished state  and federal  Un i ted
States  case law.

C o d e  o f  F e d e r a l  R e g u l a t i o n s :  I ssued by the federal
government ,  these regulat ions  are  equivalent  to  UK
statutory  inst rument  and are  cont inual ly  updated.

C o n g r e s s . g o v :  The of f ic ia l  webs i te  for  U .S .  federal
leg is lat ive  in format ion prov id ing access  to  b i l l s ,
reso lut ions ,  s l ip  laws ,  and Statutes  at  Large .
C o u r t L i s t e n e r :  A f ree legal  research websi te  contain ing
mi l l ions  of  legal  opin ions  f rom federal  and state
courts .  
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F i n d L a w :  A f ree s i te  cover ing Federal  and State  codes ,
s tatutes ,  and regulat ions .  Contains  documents  and
background in format ion on U .S .  courts  and
government  as  wel l  as  Supreme Court  decis ions  s ince
1999 and opin ions  f rom Courts  of  Appeal .
G o o g l e  S c h o l a r :  Fu l l  text  legal  opin ions  f rom U .S .
federal  and state  d is t r ict ,  appel late  and supreme
courts ,  as  wel l  as  l inks  to  other  opin ions  and art ic les
c i t ing them.  Use “Advanced Scholar  Search” .
G o v e r n m e n t  P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e  ( G P O ) :  Prov ides  publ ic
access  to  of f ic ia l  government  in format ion ,  e .g .  h is tory
of  b i l l s  w i th  fu l l  text  o f  each vers ion and s igned publ ic
and pr ivate  laws ,  S tatutes  at  Large ,  Congress ional
debates ,  U .S .C .  unannotated back to  1995 ,  Federal
Register  and Code of  Federal  Regulat ions ,  and federal
s l ip  opin ions .
J u s t i a :  Bas ic  docket  in format ion for  federal  d is t r ict
courts  and courts  of  appeals  (2004-)  usefu l  for  f ind ing
out  about  pending appeals .  
L e g a l  I n f o r m a t i o n  I n s t i t u t e ,  C o r n e l l  U n i v e r s i t y :  Text
of  federal  and state  leg is lat ion ,  court  opin ions  and
law d i rector ies  he lpfu l  for  searching codes and
updat ing GPO s i te .  
N a t i o n a l  C e n t e r  f o r  S t a t e  C o u r t s  L i b r a r y :  NCSC,  State
Just ice  Inst i tute  and other  mater ia ls  dat ing back to
1971  and cover ing a l l  areas of  jud ic ia l  administ rat ion .  
P u b l i c  A c c e s s  t o  C o u r t  E l e c t r o n i c  R e c o r d s  ( P A C E R ) :
Case and docket  in format ion of  federal  c i rcu i t  and
dist r ict  courts ,  there  is  a  smal l  charge for  th is  serv ice .
U . S .  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  w e b s i t e  ( s u p r e m e c o u r t . g o v ) :
Contains  Uni ted States  Reports  ( 1790-)  and the latest
s l ip  opin ions .
U n i f o r m  L a w  C o m m i s s i o n :  Text  of  Un i form Laws .
 
L a w  L i b r a r y  o f  C o n g r e s s  R e s e a r c h  C e n t e r :  In format ion
and regular  webinars  on the legal  system,  inc luding
sources ,  legal  profess ion and Federal  Court  system
and prov ides  access  to  the Statutes  at  Large and
U.S .C .  ( 1925-1988 ,  w i th  supplements  up to  1994) .
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