
 
 

 

 
CALL TO THE BAR 

 TRINITY CALL 
18:00, WEDNESDAY 22 JULY 2026 

 
MASTER TREASURER 

Bernard Richmond KC 
 

MASTER READER  
Dame Eleanor Sharpston DCMG KC 

 



SOME HISTORY 

The term “barrister” appears to have originated in the Inns of Court 
in the mid-fifteenth century, when it described the junior members of 
the Inns who participated in the exercise known, even then, as 
mooting. At that time instruction was conducted in each of the Inns 
of Court, under the direction of a Master of the Bench appointed as 
Reader, during two terms in each year known as Grand Vacations. 
Instruction was mostly oral and practical. In the mooting exercises 
the most junior students, who sat in the middle tiers of the benches, 
were known as Inner Barristers, and carried out the simpler 
exercises; the more learned sat outer or “utter”-most, and argued 
the more abstruse points of the law. 

Call to the Utter Bar was therefore recognition of a degree of 
learning and was generally accorded only after a Barrister had been 
under instruction for five or six years. Moreover, even after being 
Called, a Barrister in the time of Elizabeth I was not allowed to plead 
before the high courts for a further five years, though the Justices of 
Assize might admit him to their courts earlier. Time both as a student 
and as a pupil therefore seems to have been pretty protracted. 

For some decades there was a dispute as to who might authorise 
Call to the Utter Bar. Readers often assumed, or were given, 
authority to Call Barristers, but gradually this passed to the Masters 
of the Bench as a whole; an Order issued by Queen Elizabeth I in 
1574 (shortly after this Hall was completed) said that none should 
be “Called to the Bar but by the Ordinary Council of the House”. 

The members Called each year were far fewer than in modern times; 
in the Middle Temple, under 10 a year in the reign of Elizabeth I, 
gradually rising throughout the next century to nearly 20 in the reign 
of William and Mary. 



TODAY’S CEREMONY 

Students who have passed the Bar Course (or have complied with 
other relevant academic or professional requirements) and have 
met the regulatory requirements are eligible for Call and have been 
so authorised by the Masters of the Bench in Parliament. The 
students are Called in a specific order. This is the order of seniority 
according to the date of their admission to the Inn. Each wears a wig 
and gown over a dark suit or dress (the tradition of sobriety in 
clothing, too, goes back to Elizabeth I’s reign). 

Master Treasurer accompanied by Master Reader and followed by 
other Masters of the Bench, will process into Hall and take their 
places. 

Master Reader addresses the students with the words: 

“Student members of the Middle Temple being Called to the 
Degree of the Utter Bar, you have declared that for as long as 
you remain a barrister you will use your knowledge and skills in 
keeping with the principles and ethics of the profession, uphold 
the Rule of Law and in doing so comply with the Code of 
Conduct and Core Duties of the Bar of England and Wales.  

You have also accepted the obligation to follow the regulations 
of the profession and to undertake continual improvement of 
your professional knowledge and competence.”  

Master Reader addresses Master Treasurer with the words: 

“Master Treasurer, it is my duty and privilege as Master Reader 
to introduce to you those Students of this Honourable and 
Learned Society whose proposals for Call to the Degree of the 
Utter Bar have been authorised by Parliament. When they have 
been Called by you they will, after the ancient manner, enter 



their names at the Cupboard in the Book Containing the Roll of 
the Barristers of this Inn.” 

Master Reader then presents each student by name:  

“Master Treasurer, I introduce .......”  

Master Treasurer then calls him or her: 

“....... in the name of the Masters of the Bench, I Call you to the 
Degree of the Utter Bar”. 

When all have been Called, Master Treasurer gives a speech.  

 
CALL TO THE BAR 

The following Members of the House were this day Called to the 

Degree of the Utter Bar:  

Alexandre Wai Kwong Ong 

Hui Lu Ong 

Nur Ameerah Binti Shamsulniza 

Zhen Hao Cheah 

Zina Amira Auladin 

Danny Cole Shiers 

Hee Thong Ng 

Najwa Nurfatihah Binti Nazri 

Grzegorz Gluszak 

Thivyameena Paramesevan 

Hemshika Damo Naiko 



Julia Ablavi Joya Motcho 

Tristen Aryaa Zuzartee 

Erin Marie Rose Eckhoff 

Matthew Florian Barbier Cox 

Wafiyah Hana Suraiya Mamode Ally 

Sylvester Sim Joel 

Xiao Sheng Lim 

Abena Anyemfoa Amoakua Obuobie 

Dean Michael Bullen 

Siti Nazatul Nadia Binti Mohd Ridzuan 

Kristin Dominique Johnson 

Maheema Bhorut 

Neelum Devi Gopaul 

Harry Nicholas Gonzalez 

Edward Christian Oates Cawthorn 

Vanaesa Venmughil Guna Arulalan 

Freya Teoh 

Hannah Iqbal 

Benjamin Edward Gaskell 

Priyangha Ravindran 

Camilla Henrietta Newton 

Zakia Jownally 

Dineswaran Rama Moorthy 

Zheng Khai Tan 

Yohans Veeriah 



Emmanuel Hau Chong 

James Harold Ash Vie 

Arianne Buhagiar 

Alannah Marie Brittenden 

Lee Wei Cheng 

Ting Qian Wong 

Sharavindh 

Benjamin Bong 

Abigail Sia Jia Yi 

Ooi An Zi 

Hayden Ji Thien Ling 

Raania Omar Bahemia 

Zachary Ewan Henderson 

Hareehareen Ravindran 

Gabriella Goldwin 

Mohammad Zubair Ramdin 

Ying Shyuan Wong 

Yasmin Hanim Wych 

Gabriella Oppong 

Benjamin Giaretta 

Daniel Alexander Paul Holdaway 

Lee Anthony David Kipling 

Kieran O'Connell 

Jagmohan Singh Takk 
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