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Major Scholarships: Bar Professional Training Course 2018-19
INFORMATION FOR REFEREES
	
Your reference is to support an application for a scholarship for the Bar Professional Training Course.  The applicant in whose support you are writing will in due course be interviewed by a panel of three senior members of the Inn (barristers and judges). 

In allocating a scholarship, the interviewing panel will look for the attributes which make a good barrister.  It would assist them if your reference could broadly follow the criteria which the Inn has in mind when awarding scholarships to prospective students.  They are: 

a) 	Intellectual ability: 
the ability to conduct legal research and give written advice, as demonstrated by performance in school and university examinations, the interview and, where appropriate, other experience;

b)  	Motivation to succeed at the Bar:
knowledge of the profession and the Courts, and steps taken to acquire the personal skills required of a Barrister, will be taken into account;

c)	Potential as an advocate,
both in oral and written skills;

d)   	Personal qualities:
those required by members of the Bar include self-reliance, independence, integrity, reliability, and the capacity to work effectively with clients, colleagues and chambers staff.
			
Please note that the interviewing panel may raise at interview any topic of potential relevance contained in your reference.  Should this give you any cause for concern, please contact me. 

Your reference should ideally be written on your letterhead (professional, where at all possible), and can be sent either by email or in hard copy using the contact information below.  If you are emailing your reference please send it as an attachment.  I would be grateful if your reference could reach us by 4 pm on Friday 10 November 2017. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Please note that no award will be made unless a candidate supplies two references, of which yours is one.

With thanks for your assistance,

Christa Richmond
Director of Education Services


References should to be emailed to scholarshipapplications@middletemple.org.uk or posted to:
BPTC Scholarship References, The Honourable Society of the Middle Temple, Treasury Office, Ashley Building, London, EC4Y 9BT
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